
Text Organisers

Explanations

There are many features of texts which help the reader understand how the
information in the text is organised.

This term covers a wide range of words and phrases which make text easier to
understand. A selection is given here.

r Adding a point
As well crs the obvknts ddngers, therc was tlle weatlrcr to be cotlsidered,

In addition to the obvious dongers, there was the westher to be cotlsideted.

Not only were there the obviotts dangers, but there wss also the weathet to be

considered.

r DeYeloping a point
Besidesqltrthermore/in addition/moreover/what's more/on top of thatito
mske mqtters worse, smokirtg hts been directly linkecl to ltutg cancer.

I Contrast
Tlle identity of the attacker is krtown to the police. However/neverthelcss/all the
ssme no tuune lrcs been releaseel.

The identity ofthe ottacket is known to the police. No namc has, however/qll thc
same, been released,

(Al)though/while/even though/clespite the fact that the idantity of thc ottocker
is known to the police, no natne has been relessed.

The identity of the ottucker is ktlown to the police. A ttome ltos nevertheless/nonc
the less/still not been released.

No, I clicln't say the lr'esident got it wrong. On the contrqry, I think he's handled

the affait etperbly.

I ptefer city life qs opposed to conltry life.
I prcfet city life, $/hereqs John prcfers country lile.
Donahue established his reputation as s novelist. In conttast, his new book is a

ttott-fiction work.

r Explaining reasons

The govenlment does not intend to cause ony further provocatiotl,

As a result/occordirlgly/thus/hence/consequently/for thqt reason, all troops

hove been witlldmwn.
The employers h.lve prcmised to itn'estigate tlrcse co,nplaints, and we in turn have

dsreed to elld tlt shike.
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ADVANCED LANGUAGE PRACTICE

Maklng generalisations

Broailly speaking, generally speaking, on the whole, by and large, to a

Iarge/some/a certain extent, this has been an encouraging yeat for the company-

Starting
That's absolute rubbish! For a start/first of ctll/in the frlst place/fol one thin{,
it was Rod who said thqt, not me. And secondly ...

GivinS new information
She then tumed to Henry, who incidentally/by the way is now about two metres

taII, and said .-.

By the way/inciitentelly, do yolt remember an old ftiend of ours cqlled Ransom?

Concession/qualification
oK, so you two have had a few problems. Even so/all the same, I don't see why

you need to sPlit LtP.

LLncaster is a man of 8re4t perconal integrity. Having said that/even so/all the

same, I don't think he'd make 6 good chairman.

r Reality
What did you think of 'Death in Action'?

To be (perfectly) honest/to tell the truth, I can't stand lilms like thqt.



ADVANCED LANCUACE PRA<T I C E

3 nead the interview and decide which answer (A, B or C) best fits each space'

Interviewer: The recent scandal involving your finance minister has done little

to restore public confidence in the government.

Minister: (1) ..Q....., I think the'scandal', as you call it, has shown us to be a

very moral party. The minister concerned resigned his post and showed

great contrition for what he'd done.

Int: (2) .......... , a scandal is a scandal. (3) ..... ... , a senior minister accepts a

large donation on behalf of his party from the entrepreneur Robert

Tivwell, then five weeks later, Ti!'well's companyr which (4) "" iust

happens to be nearly bankrupt, wins a contract with the government

worth millions of Pounds.

Min: Well, as I say, the minister has resigned, (5) ........ I should point out that

there is technically nothing illeSal about what he dirt.

Int: Yes, there is, minister. It's called bribery.

Min: Well you can call it that if you want l prefer to call it 'sharp practice'

(6) .......... . But it happens, it's always happened, and I'm sure it'll
continue to happen. (7) ....... ., we will not condone this kind of

financial dealing and will continue to stamp down on it.

tnt: This is pure double talk!

Min: No that's not true. (8) .......... we take such matters extremely seriously But

we are realistic enough to know that we can't eliminate them altogether'

You see, there is nothing to stop people or companies making donations

to parties - (9) .......... if we didn't have such money, we wouldn't be able

to survive. lt's iust that the timing of such payments can be unfortunate'

So each case has to be investiSated on its merits. But (10) "'- , this

practice is causing less controvelsy than it has done under previous

governments.

1) A lncidentally B First of all C On the contrary

2) A Even so B As a matter of fact C Hence

3) A By and large B Consequently C First of all

4) A in contrast B incidentally C at any rate

5) Adespite B although C whereas

6) A any'rvay B furthermore C to be honest

7) A Having said that B Moreover C To make matters worse

8) A As a result B As a matter of fact C To some extent

9) A although Bthus C indeed

10) A in contrast B in addition C broadly speaking



CRAMMAR 27 LINKING wo RD5 AND PHRASES

4 Read the text and decide which answer (A, B or C) best fits each space.

Starting your own business could be the way to achieving financial

independence. (D ..8..... it could just as well land you in debt for the rest of

your life. (2) .........., that is the view of Charles and Brenda Leggat, a Scottish

couple, who last week saw their fish farm business put into the hands of the

receiver. 'We started the business at a time when everyone was being

encouraged by the banks to borrow money. (3) .......... , w€ fell into the same

trap, and asked for a big loan. (4) .......... , at the time we wete sure that we

could make it into a going concern,'said Charles Leggat, a farmer from the

Highlands. 'The bank analysed the proposals we put forward and they agreed

that it would be a highly profitable business.'Sure enough, within five years the

Leggats were exporting trout and salmon products to hotels all over Europe, and

(5) ....---... they took on over fifty staff. (6) .......... , with the advent of the

recession, they began to lose ground as orders dried up. '(7) .........., said Brenda

Leggat, 'the business has now been valued by the bank at a fraction of its true

worth. lf they had left us to work our way out of our difficulties, (8) .-........

virtually bankrupting us, I am sure that we could have gone back into profit. As

it is, we have been left without a livelihood, and the bank has not recovered

what it lent us.'The Leggats both felt that their banks had not treated them

fairly. '(9) .......... , they were falling over themselves to lend us the money

initially, (10) .......... now they are doing very little to keep the business going,

and fifty local people in work.'A spokesman for the bank concerned refused to

comment.

1) A Moreover B On the other hand C As well as

2) A At least B However C To make matters worse

3) A Incidentally B At any rate C As a result
4) A To put it another way B Nevertheless C In contrast
5) A what's more B on the other hand C to tell the truth
6) AHence B Consequently C However
7) A ln contrast B Whereas C To make matters worse

8) A as opposed to B as well as C in addition to
9) A However B To tell the truth C As a result

10) A as well as B whereas C on the other hand
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CRAMMAR 27 LINKING WO RDS AND PHRASE5

Underline the correct word or phrase in ea€h sentence.

a) A: Did you ring the hospital for me?

B: I forgot as a result/@bLhlletYto mske matters worce.ltll do it now.
b) A lot of adults are very wary of learning in a school situation- Fot that

reason/On the other hand/To tell the truth they don't sign up for our courses.
c) By and larye/Despite the fact that/Owing lo l'm very pleased with their work on

our home. At any rate/Accordingly/Having said thaf, I think they could have
made a better iob of the painting.

d) I missed two weeks' training because of flu last rnonth. To put it another
way/As a result/To tell the truth,l'm not expectinS to run very well in today's
race.

e) They've had a very difficult time. On top of thqt/At any ratelfo staft with, their
home was burgled.

0 What a terrible experience! Anway/ln conhast/By the way, yo!'rc safe now -
that's the main thing!

g) She's a sociable girl with lots of friends. Even so/Futthermorefio some extent,

she can get lonely, like anyone else.

h) He comes across as being very full of himself, in contrast/brcadly
speaking/whereas he's actually a very nice guy.

i) Nonetheless/On the whole/Hence I agree with what you're saying, but l'm not
sure about your last point.

i) I seem to be giving the impression that I didn't enioy my time in Norway.
After all/Having said that/On the contary, I had a wonderful time.

Underline the most suitable word or phrase to complete each sentence.

a) They've got a terrible record over tax and education. Nevertheless/On the othet
hand, I still think the Democrats will win the election.

b) Balding's 'People in the Sky'is a very disappointing painting. At any rate/In
contrast, Rae's 'Beach Scene' really brings this exhibition to life.

c) I would like to complain about the way I was treated in your shop. For one

thing/Besides, the assistant was rude ...
d) Our dining room is a place which we keep strictly for eating, as opposed

to/whereas the sitting room, which is for sittin& talking and watching TV-

e) We saw the Eiffel Tower, the Seine and the Louvre, what's more/as well as

Eurodisney.

0 The country's economy depends fo a large extent/at le4if on the toudst
industry.

g) I'm here on business in qddition/as opposed fo pleasure.

h) The weather is likely to be dry and warm. In the far north-west of Scotland,
however/whereas, it will be wet and windy.
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Grammar 27

31)C
2)A
3)C
4)B
s)B

a, to be honest
b) For that reason
c) By and large, Having said

that
d) As a result
e) To start with
0 Anyway
g) Dven so
h) whereas
i) On tbe whole
j) On the contrary

a) Nevettheless
b) In contrast
c) For one thing
d) as opposed to
e) as well as
f) to a large extent
g) as opposed to
h) however

1)B
2)A
3)C
4)B
s)A

6)C
7)A
8)B
e)c
o)c
6)C
7)C
8)A
9)B
0)B


